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' A Leg'end Refums To Saigoh {8 on his way back apparently at the’ ‘-'2
: . quest of Ambassador Lodge, who has’ i

Tt now appears that, at the same time] Jimself been making statements that . ‘%
he was announcing a policy. to send e ultimate solution in Vietnam. hu j
50,000 more troops to Vietnam-fewer| 0 be political. And Geneml Lansdale is. 2
'than recommended by his military adeJJ" Pis- way back to Shigon aprpa.rently %
visers® in *Vietnam - and Washington— pecause President Johnson has declded fl
President Johnson was also deciding to] |0 Teinforce, Ambassador Lodge in the |
|l sena political reinforcements to Viets|Jind of game he wants to play in Viet- '}
* |tnam-—also; apparently, to the dis-j}2m even though Defense Secrettu'y
pleasure of his military counselors, . |JicNemara and othet military advisers
" The big political gun going to Saigon bre supposed to have opposed General“§
'8 one: General Edward E. Lansdale, Air[}onsdale’s return. . . o
. Force retired, who had: a previous role All this would indicate that P iesi-@
"In Vietnam, a decado #go, a8 an opera-|fent Johnson is playing the peace side, *
“tive of our Clentral In 11 nnce Agency, he political side, of our involvement in I
; In thLat capaclty"m& A me. farous Fietnam 8 little more heavily than has ’Q
;and 'fabulous for nis accomplishments{ itherto: appeared oni the surface, where
“behind the scene in Vietnam. These ac-is actions have been less evenly divida';
compliahmcnts appnrently includec d than his: words. Conceivwbly, the ‘$
. propping ‘up shaky governments de i hange, in -ambassadors -to ' Vietnam, g
 vising techniques for combatting guer witching Lodge back to. the duties
‘rillas by undercutting their popula eneral Taylor took over from him, has - {
support out in  the vlll'ag'es, and con 1so been part of a general mtention
centra._tlng‘ on “pa/ciflcutlon" progrb.ms n the part of the President to trim h’.' }
| rather than on the burning of villages,|}ietnam policy more evenly between
:In this role, General Lansdale purports|[he military and political eonsidera-434
"edly became the model for the one|}ions. between the search'for peace and, g
'ugood Anterican” in the novel about]jomputer-like ealeulations for war. ,.;
Vietnam' called “The Ugly American™|| The fateful question is, of course,
'In this role, General Lansdale purports hether such a correction .of previousk
.edly first helped the late President|fmbalance in our Vietnam policy. comes ./
‘Diem stabilize his country politically,|fn..time to have any slight chance ot
'and ‘then grew dislllusioned with the| ontrlbu’clng' its. influence ‘to. a.ct.ual
‘sanie. Vietnamese statesman as he turns| jvents.. Lodge may have his big. man’"
o stabiilzation into repression, - |foing back with him, ‘but it {8 McNas’
|l Now General Lansdate is ‘on his: way] paa and all his ‘men who now. seem,
: ,Juw‘k to.Salgon] s s spesial umtant;‘“" “u the actlon; .7
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